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Christ is Risen! Χριστός ἀνέστη!
My beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,

Visit our Website:
www.nativitygochurch.org
For announcements, monthly
calendar, photos and more!

Parish News Reel

Read about parish news
and upcoming events!
See PAGE 4

How to Make Greek
Yogurt at Home!
Learn the Tzilos way...
See Page 9

I greet you with great happiness
and joy upon this Feast of Feasts
- Holy Pascha! Hearing the
sweetest of words triumphantly
proclaimed “Χριστος Ανεστη!/
Christ is Risen!” renews our
lives. His life gives us life and we are
enlightened, refreshed, strengthened,
and renewed, we become “Children of
Light”. Every year I hear these words
it gives me strength to march onward in
Christ’s service as I pray that it does for
each of you.
I can hardly believe my family and I
have been here for two Paschas. What a
blessing! What great joy it is to become
closer as a Church Family to each other,
moving towards Christ, towards salvation
together as a community.
Our Nativity parish/family has been very
busy, like any family. Whether it has been
working together preparing for events
like our festivals – “Taste of Greece”
here on church grounds and Plymouth

Fall Festival in downtown Plymouth, our
Family is always moving forward. It’s
easy to find somewhere to join in.
Among some of the things we have done
this past year: Men’s Club lamb roast and
wild game dinner that raised money for
new altar boy robes, Family Nights every
third Friday of the month with Hope/
Joy Ministries, Paraklesis on Wednesdays,
baking Prosphora with our parish
kids and adults, packing 300 weekend
meals with GOYA for school children
in Detroit through FOCUS Detroit,
going to Cedar Pointe, going to DIA
and Hellenic Museum with 3 different
churches - almost 100 people came and
it was free, Christmas Pageant, 11:00 AM
Bible Study almost every Tuesday with a
meal, Apokries Dance, GOYA caroling,
basketball games – from little kids to
adults, Love Luncheon, Super Bowl
party, Greek School, Presanctified Lenten
Liturgies with meal and presentation,
dying eggs and baking tsourekia with
Philoptochos ladies, Holy Friday youth
retreat, Easter egg hunt, and all the other
(Continued on page 12)
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Parish Priest

Rev. Father Nick Marcus
Cell (616) 328-3143
frnickmarcus@gmail.com

Services
Sunday

8:45am Orthros
10:00am Divine Liturgy

Wednesday

7:00pm Paraklesis

Office

Kathy Kyriacou, Admin
Office (734) 420-0131
secretarynvm@yahoo.com
Monday - Friday, 10am to 2pm

Nativity Bookstore
& Fr. George Vaporis
Library Hours
Tues - Sat, 10am to 2pm
Tuesday, 6pm to 8pm
Thursday, 5pm to 8pm
Sunday, 12noon to 2pm
___________________________

Nativity of The Virgin Mary
Greek Orthodox Church
39851 West Five Mile Road
Plymouth, Michigan
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Christ is Risen! Χριστός ἀνέστη!
Thank you to all those who helped during Lent and Holy Week.
To those who decorated the Icons, Scouts and GOYA for cleaning the grounds, all those who helped make Palm Crosses, Altar Boys, Ushers, Chanters, GOYA for selling the Pascha Card,
Myrrh-bearers, those who decorated the Kouvouklion and those
who carried it on Holy Friday, those who helped make the Paschal Fellowship meal and Lenten Pot-Lucks, all members of the
Philoptochos, Parish Council for the Palm Sunday Luncheon
and George’s Senate for donating the food, Hellenic Bakery for
donating the bread, and to Religious Ed and all those who helped
make the Holy Friday Retreat a huge success. Thank you to all
our Nativity family for sharing your time and talents during this
special time of year.
Fr. Nick

There was so much activity this past
month and many great photos to
share. Thank you to Cleanthe Milojevic, Presbytera Liza, Jerry Takis,
the Metropolis of Detroit website,
and all who captured the wonderful
moments pictured in this months
edition of The Logos.
Email the editor, Louis Poulos
at navityvmvoice@gmail.com
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The Three Hierarchs Greek School
performed their “Greek Independence Day” program on March 23rd
at Sts Constantine & Helen. Students
recited poems, read, and finished with
the Dance of Zalongo (Χορός του
Ζαλόγγου). The program was followed by a wonderful meal courtesy
of the Hellenic Cultural Center.
Metropolitan Nicholas will be speaking on May 15th, 7pm at St. John
Sterling Heights. He will be giving a
recap of the Great Council.
Our 13th Annual Taste of Greece
Festival Sponsorship Forms are now
available! Save the dates - August 25,
26, 27.
The Nativity Ed Center recieved a
much needed face lift! A new awning,
front doors, and carpet were installed
this past month. Additionally, new
carpet was laid in the cry room and
choir loft. Thank you to council member John Petrou for seeing those projects through to completion.
The cry room also was beautified with
new paint and furniture. Thanks to
Katina and Dean Stavrou for making
it happen.
Spring General Assembly is scheduled
for Sunday, May 7th after Liturgy.
Due to the wind damage caused by
the storm on March 8th, an insurance claim was filed to help cover the
$2720 in damages.
The flat roof replacement project is
likely to begin this month, if you haven’t fulfilled your pledge, please do so
at your earliest convenience.
Nativity Basketball’s end of the year
party is on Sunday May 21st from
3-5:30pm in the fellowship hall. A potluck luncheon and trophy ceremony
will be held followed by an after party at Hillside gym in Northville from
6-8pm for basketball and volleyball.
Nativity Men’s Club will be meeting
at 7pm on Wednesday, May 10th at

TNativity
heofLTheogos
Virgin Mary
Next Deadline: May 15
Please submit all schedules, events, information and photos by May 15, 2017
for May edition to:
nativityvmvoice@gmail.com
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Karl’s Cabin. All men ages 18 and
older are welcome to attend for dinner and discussion of options for the
next event.
Senior Citizens will meet on Tuesday
May 9th at noon following Bible Study.
Feast day Great Vespers at Sts. Constantine and Helen on Sat, May 20th
at 7pm.
The Three Hierarchs Greek School
will host their graduation program
at St. Cons on Thursday, June 8th at
6pm in their Hellenic Cultural Center.
Sunday Church School will be hosting
their graduation ceremony and picnic
following liturgy on Sun., June 11th.
The Lord’s Blessings to Paul and Tiffany Apostolakis whose son Aristodis
recieved a 40 day blessing on March
26th with older sister Amelia present.

FINANCE CENTER
as of March 31st, 2017
2017 Budget: $360,000
Monthly Budget: $30,000

Parish Offerings*
March: $29,925
YTD: $84,181
Stewardship
Pledged: $177, 218
Pledges: 140
Families 256
Members: 537
Roof Project
Pledged: $55,000
Recieved: $52,390
Mortgage (4% APR)
Paid Monthly: $1557
($1057 + $500 principal)
Balance: $115,565
*updated to include candle offerings

(continued from page 1)
ministry organizations that have met
throughout the year.
We have many activities just getting started
again like Greek dancing and new ones
too like Missions - Project Mexico 10
parishioners will participate this year in
August. Each of these community activities
helps to make our bonds with each other
stronger and in turn helps to make our
relationship with our God stronger.
We have had many improvements to the
church from new carpeting to new doors
and awning at our Education center. We
are constantly in motion moving towards
the Light of Christ, doing those things that
our pleasing to Him.
If you have never participated in any
church activity maybe this is the time to
inquire where you can help, or if you have
new ideas or just want to come by and talk,
my door is always open. Whether you
are 10 years old or 100 years old, there
is always something to do or participate
at church with. Just like your own family
and home, our church building and Family
requires care and planning for the future.
“This is the day that the Lord has made,
let us rejoice and be glad in it”! On this
“Feast of Feasts” Holy Pascha let us renew
our love for Christ, His Church and one
another!
Χριστος Ανεστη! Christ is Risen!
Fr. Nick

Memorial Day Info
The church office will be closed on
Monday, May 29th in observance
of Memorial Day. Fr. Nick will be
visiting the following cemetaries at
these times:
Grand Lawn, 10am - 10:30am
Parkview Memorial, 11am - 12:30pm
Rural Hill, 1pm-2pm

~ Tuesday Group Invitation ~
We invite you to please consider joining the Tuesday Group. Following Bible
study the group enjoys lunch, fellowship, fun, and cards? This gathering is for
and about fellowship. There is no cost to you! Stop in for as long as you are
able. We have a lot of laughs and this is a great opportunity to get to know
each-other better. We look forward to seeing you there! God Bless you!
~ EVERY TUESDAY ~
11am................. Bible Study
Noon.......Fellowship Lunch

Fr. Nick and Presbytera Liza
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Ὁ Ἐξάψαλμος
Ψαλμὸς ΛΖʹ(37)
Κύριε, μὴ τῷ θυμῷ σου ἐλέγξῃς με, μηδὲ
τῇ ὀργῇ σου παιδεύσῃς με. Ὅτι τὰ βέλη σου
ἐνεπάγησάν μοι, καὶ ἐπεστήριξας ἐπ’ ἐμὲ τὴν
χεῖρά σου. Οὐκ ἔστιν ἴασις ἐν τῇ σαρκί μου ἀπὸ
προσώπου τῆς ὀργῆς σου, οὐκ ἔστιν εἰρήνη ἐν
τοῖς ὀστέοις μου ἀπὸ προσώπου τῶν ἁμαρτιῶν
μου. Ὅτι αἱ ἀνομίαι μου ὑπερῆραν τὴν κεφαλήν
μου, ὡσεὶ φορτίον βαρὺ ἐβαρύνθησαν ἐπ’ ἐμέ.
Προσώζεσαν καὶ ἐσάπησαν οἱ μώλωπές μου ἀπὸ
προσώπου τῆς ἀφροσύνης μου Ἐταλαιπώρησα
καὶ κατεκάμφθην ἕως τέλους, ὅλην τὴν ἡμέραν
σκυθρωπάζων ἐπορευόμην. Ὅτι αἱ ψόαι μου
ἐπλήσθησαν ἐμπαιγμάτων, καὶ οὐκ ἔστιν ἴασις ἐν
τῇ σαρκί μου. Ἐκακώθην καὶ ἐταπεινώθην ἕως
σφόδρα, ὠρυόμην ἀπὸ στεναγμοῦ τῆς καρδίας
μου. Κύριε, ἐναντίον σου πᾶσα ἡ ἐπιθυμία μου,
καὶ ὁ στεναγμός μου ἀπὸ σοῦ οὐκ ἀπεκρύβη. Ἡ
καρδία μου ἐταράχθη, ἐγκατέλιπέ με ἡ ἰσχύς
μου, καὶ τὸ φῶς τῶν ὀφθαλμῶν μου καὶ αὐτὸ
οὐκ ἔστι μετ’ ἐμοῦ. Οἱ φίλοι μου καὶ οἱ πλησίον
μου ἐξεναντίας μου ἤγγισαν καὶ ἔστησαν, καὶ
οἱ ἐγγιστά μου ἀπὸ μακρόθεν ἔστησαν. Καὶ
ἐξεβιάζοντο οἱ ζητοῦντες τὴν ψυχήν μου, καὶ οἱ
ζητοῦντες τὰ κακά μοι ἐλάλησαν ματαιότητας,
καὶ δολιότητας ὅλην τὴν ἡμέραν ἐμελέτησαν.
Ἐγὼ δὲ ὡσεὶ κωφὸς οὐκ ἤκουον καὶ ὡσεὶ ἄλαλος
οὐκ ἀνοίγων τὸ στόμα αὐτοῦ. Καὶ ἐγενόμην
ὡσεὶ ἄνθρωπος οὐκ ἀκούων καὶ οὐκ ἔχων ἐν τῷ
στόματι αὐτοῦ ἐλεγμούς. Ὅτι ἐπὶ σοί, Κύριε,
ἤλπισα· σὺ εἰσακούση, Κύριε ὁ Θεός μου.
Ὅτι εἶπον· Μήποτε ἐπιχαρῶσί μοι οἱ ἐχθροί
μου· καὶ ἐν τῷ σαλευθῆναι πόδας μου ἐπ’ ἐμὲ
ἐμεγαλορρημόνησαν. Ὅτι ἐγὼ εἰς μάστιγας
ἕτοιμος, καὶ ἡ ἀλγηδών μου ἐνώπιόν μού ἐστι
διὰ παντός. Ὅτι τὴν ἀνομίαν μου ἐγὼ ἀναγγελῶ
καὶ μεριμνήσω ὑπὲρ τῆς ἁμαρτίας μου. Οἱ δὲ
ἐχθροί μου ζῶσι καὶ κεκραταίωνται ὑπὲρ ἐμέ,
καὶ ἐπληθύνθησαν οἱ μισοῦντές με ἀδίκως.
Οἱ ἀνταποδίδοντές μοι κακὰ ἀντὶ ἀγαθῶν
ἐνδιέβαλλόν με, ἐπεὶ κατεδίωκον ἀγαθωσύνην.
Μὴ ἐγκαταλίπῃς με, Κύριε ὁ Θεός μου, μὴ
ἀποστῇς ἀπ’ ἐμοῦ. Πρόσχες εἰς τὴν βοήθειάν
μου, Κύριε τῆς σωτηρίας μου.

The Six Psalms of Orthros
Part 2 - Psalm 37(38)
O Lord, do not rebuke me in Your wrath, nor
chasten me in Your anger. For Your arrows are
fixed in me, and Your hand rests on me; there is
no healing in my flesh because of Your wrath;
there is no peace in my bones because of my
sins. For my transgressions rise up over my head;
like a heavy burden they are heavy on me. My
wounds grow foul and fester because of my folly.
I suffer misery, and I am utterly bowed down; I
go all the day long with a sad face. For my loins
are filled with mockeries, and there is no healing
in my flesh. I am afflicted and greatly humbled;
I roar because of the groaning of my heart. O
Lord, all my desire is before You, and my groaning is not hidden from You. My heart is troubled;
my strength fails me, and the light of my eyes,
even this is not with me. My friends and neighbors draw near and stand against me, and my
near of kin stand far off; and those who seek my
soul use violence, and those who seek evil for me
speak folly; and they meditate on deceit all the
day long. But I like a deaf man do not hear, and
I am like a mute who does not open his mouth.
I am like a man who does not hear, and who has
no reproofs in his mouth. For in You, O Lord,
I hope; You will hear, O Lord my God. For I
said, “Let not my enemies rejoice over me, for
when my foot was shaken, they boasted against
me.” For I am ready for wounds, and my pain is
continually with me. For I will declare my transgression, and I will be anxious about my sin. But
my enemies live, and are become stronger than I;
and those who hate me unjustly are multiplied;
those who repaid me evil for good slandered me,
because I pursue righteousness; and they threw
away my love as though it were a stinking corpse.
Do not forsake me, O Lord; O my God, do not
depart from me; give heed to help me, O Lord of
my salvation.
New King James Version (NKJV)

Wisdom of the Saints
“Let us then, brothers, be humble and rid of all
pretention and arrogance and silliness and anger. Let us act as the Scripture bids us, for the
Holy Spirit says, ‘Let not the wise man boast
of his wisdom or the strong man his might, or
the rich man his wealth. But let him who boasts,
boast of the Lord; and so he will seek Him out
and act justly and uprightly.’ ”
St. Clement of Alexandria
“Have you accepted to live with God? Put then
all your trust in Him at once.”
Mathew the Poor
“The fear of God is when you love Him, when
you truly love Him with all your heart and you
strive never to offend or sadden Him - not only
with your deeds, actions, and words, but also
with your thoughts. You try to please Him in
everything you do or say. That is the fear of
God...”
Elder Thaddeus of Vitovnica

“The right training of youth is likened to the
training of Olympic victors. Fathers who bring
up their children in the proper way are builders of temples in which Christ dwells...the succession of good Christians will be like a golden
chain.”
St. John Chrysostom
“What a disease - gossip and judging others!
Everyone knows that this is a sin; nevertheless,
there is nothing more common in our words
than judgment of others.”
St. Theophan the Recluce
“The more frugal a man’s life, the happier he is,
for he is not troubled by a host of cares.”
St. Anthony the Great
“I think it’s time for us Orthodox to live our
faith.”
St. Paisios of Mount Athos

From the Daily Lives, Miracles and Wisdom of the Saints Calendar
The Orthodox Calendar Company, www.livesofthesaintscalendar.com

NATIVITY
PRAYER LIST
Please Pray for:
Fr. George Vaporis
Soula Metropoulos
Sandy Zembylas
Nick Zembylas
Georgia Theophelis
Jacob Espinosa
Elaine Galbraith
Katherine Beeny
Cleo Demetriou
Alexander Nichoff
Steve Kaplantzes
Gus Photsios
Sheri Wilkins
Aristoile Zarkin
Vasiliki Biselas
Eva Kocoves Fink
Taylor Zembylas
Anastasia Kyriazako
Evangelos Bourouris
Maria Espinosa
Maria Kalas
Eleni Vrahnos
Theodora Bageris
Nick Kyriakou
Michali Malfis
Angeliki Dellas
Andrula Loisides
Jody Stockdale
Bessie Shell
Nick Morakeas
Mia Grace Zembylas
Catherine Dillon
Panagiotis Korellis
Catherine Vardouniotis
Carlo Nichoff
Gail Koumariotis
Anna Kyriakou
Helen Photsios
Maria Rifat
Parthena Papadopoulou
William Fitzgerald
Frank Maroudis
Project Mexico Team
Metropolitan Paul
Archbishop John

(call the office to be added)
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Parish Ministry Spot Light
Parish Council
The Parish Council, together with the priest, administer to the overall affairs of the Church. The 11 member council operates according to the Uniform Parish
Regulations of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America and by local parish regulations. Each council
member is elected for a two year term of office. He/
she is nominated either at the Fall General Assembly or
may request to be placed on the ballot after submitting
a “Letter of Intent” to the priest no later than one week
prior to the elections. Elections take place on the first
or second Sunday of December. A candidate for the
Parish Council must be a member in good standing and
must comply in his/her life and activities with the Faith
and canons of the Orthodox Church.

GOYA - Greek Orthodox
Youth Association
What an inspiring group of young individuals, upholding
the true values of an Orthodox Christian by their passion
for the church and community. Children can participate
as early as 12 years of age in this influential organization.
The main focus of GOYA is to foster spiritual growth in
young people. This growth is evidenced as Goyans engage
in spirited discussions on who they are as Orthodox Christians in today’s modern world. Through these discussions,
sharing in prayers and Church services, and working together in planning events, the Goyans have established
strong interpersonal relationships with one another.
GOYA is an important facet of our children in growing in
the likeness of God.

Nativity Religious Education
Dear Parents, Students, Teachers and Helpers,
What a beautiful Pascha we had! Also, it seems all involved enjoyed our “Pascha in Prophecy” Good Friday Retreat. I want to
give credit and thanks to all those who helped prepare for the retreat and put together displays and presentations enjoyed by our
students. The presentations were accurate, creative, informative
and fun! I enjoyed all of them. We received many comments
about the bread baked by Irene with ancient grain, probably the
same type of grain eaten by Jesus at the Mystical Supper! Kristin
also brought the bones in from her work for the Ezekiel display
and the prophecy of the dry bones. Cathy and Sarah Lambi
were in the belly of the great fish (cry room) telling how Jesus’ 3
days in the tomb were prophesied by Jonah’s 3 days in the great
fish. Truly, all the facilitators put in much work and it is difficult to
thank everyone enough for their love of our community.
I’d also like you to know that our beloved parish is setting an example for others around the country. Two other parishes adopted and adapted the draft of our retreat for their own parishes.
Take a look at the picture of their adaptation of Jonah in the
great fish and Ezekiel’s dry bones!
About the rest of the school year, graduation is coming up fast!
We are planning to have this year’s graduation on June 11th. Also
there is no Sunday Church School the weekend of Memorial
Day on May 28th.
In Christ,
Jerry Takis
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Hope/Joy

Project Mexico

Myrrh-bearers

Christ is Risen! On Friday May 19th,
Hope/Joy will be meeting during
Family Night! We are excited to have
everyone together again! We have a
lot of fun planned! In the spirit of
our Lord’s Resurrection, Fr Nick will
speak with the children and our craft
will be a “stained glass” cross project.
Weather permitting, we will also be
planting flowers to help beautify our
church! And of course playing games
outside. Dinner will be served at 6pm
and please bring a dessert to pass.

Christos Anesti! Summer is almost
here for many of us, and our missionary team is leaving in just a few
short months for Mexico! We are so
excited to depart on this amazing experience, and help change the lives
of those who need a new beginning.

Christos Anesti! A huge thank you to
the young ladies who served on Good
Friday evening as Myrophores (Myrrhbrearers):
• Amalia F
• Katerina D.
• Maria H.
• Mia Z.
• Elliana P.
• Sofia K.
• Sofia P.
• Sophia Z.
You did a lovely job! May God bless
you and your families!
Mrs. Mary Takis

We are looking forward to our next
joint project with FOCUS Detroit filling Back-to-School kids backpacks
with school supplies for elementary
students in Detroit Public Schools
(see pg. 9 for items needed). Our
goal is 50 backpacks, but more donations are definitely welcome!! Call
the church office if you are interested
in helping out! See you all at Family
Night on May 19th!

We would love your help through financial and spiritual needs in order
for this mission to be possible for all
10 of us! Checks can be made out to
‘Nativity of the Virgin Mary’ with
‘Project Mexico’ in the subject line.
We also have a gold donation box set
up in the Narthex for anyone who
would like to give cash donations.
Thank you all for helping make this
mission possible.
Elaine Hamilton
Director of Missionary Work

Bookstore Features
Parenting Towards the Kingdom
Orthodox Christian Principles of
Child - Rearing
by Philip Mamalakis, PhD
The Orthodox Christian tradition is filled
with wisdom and guidance about the biblical path of salvation. Yet this guidance
remains largely inaccessible to parents and
often disconnected from the parenting challenges we face in our homes. Parenting Toward the Kingdom will help you make the
connections between the spiritual life as we
understand it in the Orthodox Church and
the ongoing challenges of raising children.
It takes the best child development research
and connects it with the timeless truths of
our Christian faith to offer you real strategies
for navigating the challenges of daily life.

At the Ed Center
Come and Visit! Iconostasis with Electric Lamp
Home iconostasis with silver plated icon of
Panagia (Virgin Mary and Christ Child ).
Tues - Sat, 10am to 2pm Electric light. Size: 5 x 2 x 9 inches. ImportTuesday, 6pm to 8pm ed from Greece.
Thursday, 5pm to 8pm
Sunday, 12noon to 2pm

Hours

In Store Now!
$45.00
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Instructions for making: Greek Yogurt (Γιαουρτι)
By Dina Tzilos
Making yogurt is very simple. The most important thing
is to bring the milk to the right temperature. There is
a small temperature window that the milk has to be in
for the culture enzymes to activate. Observe the temperature requirements noted below.
A word about the ingredients:
Milk is generally one of two ingredients needed for making plain yogurt. In addition to the milk, you will need
a small amount of plain yogurt as the starter culture
to be mixed into the milk to produce the yogurt. The
amount of starter culture is about 8 ounces of yogurt
per gallon of milk you intend to use to make yogurt.
The milk you use for making the yogurt can be regular
milk, 2% milk, no fat milk, or 1⁄2 & 1⁄2, or any combination thereof. The richer the milk, a richer and more
favorable yogurt it will produce. All milk contains water,
with the no fat milk containing more of it. This generally causes yogurt to be watery or running. In order to
make the yogurt thicker (denser), water can be drawn
out after the yogurt is made by placing (white) folded
kitchen paper towels on top of the yogurt in the container it is being stored, which will act to suck up water, and
will result in a thicker tastier yogurt. The towel can be
replaced once or twice a day for the first 3-4 days or even
longer if a denser yogurt is desired. It is important to
use white paper towel with no patterns on it as they
contain ink and it will bleed into the yogurt.

3. The heated milk must be allowed to cool to a tem
perature between 106 and 112 degrees Fahrenheit.
In allowing the milk to cool to the right temperature, it is
extremely important to stir the milk regularly in order to
maintain the same temperature at the bottom of the pot
as it is at the top. Unless this is done, temperature reading can be greatly misleading and may result in the milk
being either too hot or too cool, which will either kill the
enzymes in the starter culture or will not activate them.
If a thermometer is not available, another method to
gauge the right temperature of the milk before mixing
in the starter culture is to immerse your small finger in
the milk as it is cooling. If you can last for ten seconds, it
has cooled adequately. If you have no problem leaving
your finger in for longer, it may have cooled too much.
4. When the milk has reached the correct temperature,
(106 – 112 F) pour the yogurt starter culture mixture
into the milk and stir for a few minutes to fully dissolve
it in the milk.
5. You can now pour the milk mixture into a single, or
multiple containers where the yogurt will be made and
stored. Use a strainer to strain the mixture as you pour it
into the storage containers.

6. Cover the containers and set them aside in a warm
spot in the corner of a room to incubate. Cover them
with a couple of blankets or similar for about (4) hours.
In the winter time when it is colder, you can allow it to
Making Yogurt:
incubate for about (5) hours or so. It is important not to
1. Place the milk in a pot that will comfortably hold the disturb it during the incubation period.
amount of milk being used. Remember that milk rises
Alternative to covering: Instead of covering the
when heated so make sure that there is room in the pot milk, incubation can also be done by placing the confor that.
tainer in a preheated stove for the same period at a constant temperature of about 100 degrees.
2. Heat the milk on medium heat until it begins to froth,
Note: The longer it is allowed to incubate outside the
and rise. Do not allow it to overflow or to boil. When refrigerator the richer and tarter the yogurt.
it is fully frothed, and it begins to rise, remove it from
the heat, and place it somewhere to cool until the noted 7. After the incubation period, uncover and refrigertemperature.
ate. As note earlier, placing folded white kitchen paper
Note: After the milk is heated slightly (not hot), re- towels on the surface will act to draw out the water and
move about a cup of it and use it to mix with, and thin make the yogurt thicker and richer.
the yogurt starter culture. Put that mixture aside until
the milk is ready.
8. Yogurt can last several weeks refrigerated, and in fact
Cooling the Milk: One way to cool the milk more tastes better the older it gets.
quickly is to plug the kitchen sink drain and fill it with
cold water, then place the pot with the milk in it.
Good Luck, I hope you Enjoy!
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National Ministry Spot Light
IOCC - International Orthodox
Christian Charities

Where is IOCC providing assistance?
IOCC programs have helped people in more than 50 countries
across Europe, Asia, Africa, North and South America. Since
the need for help is great, IOCC continually works to expand
its programs to other areas.

What is International Orthodox Christian Charities?
IOCC is the humanitarian aid agency of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America.
IOCC works in cooperation with the Orthodox Church and
on behalf of Orthodox Christians. In carrying out its mission,
IOCC applies the highest professional standards and renders
itself fully accountable to the public and its donors.

What types of services does IOCC provide ?
• Agriculture and Food Security programs help rural
families raise their levels of nutrition, standard of living and agricultural productivity.
• Emergency Response programs address the immediate
needs of people suffering from natural disaster, war or
civil unrest.
• Education programs help improve access to learning
for children and youth, as well as nurture local leaders
who advocate for their communities and promote the
general welfare.
• Health programs help protect the well-being of communities through prevention and intervention.
• Water and Sanitation programs help improve access
to clean and safe water and minimize public health
threats in vulnerable communities.
• Economic Opportunity programs give people the tools
to work their way out of poverty with dignity.

What is the mission of IOCC?
IOCC, in the spirit of Christ’s love, offers emergency relief and
development programs to those in need worldwide, without
discrimination, and strengthens the capacity of the Orthodox
Church to so respond.
Who benefits from the services of IOCC?
Since its inception in 1992, IOCC has provided $580 million
in humanitarian relief, sustainable development and self-help
programs to people in need. All assistance is provided solely on
the basis of need, and benefits families, refugees and displaced
persons, the elderly, school children, orphans and people with
disabilities.

Above info from “IOCC in Brief” flyer, more info available at their website www.iocc.org

IOCC RELIEF FOR GREECE

You Can Make A
World Of Difference

Since 2012, IOCC, in cooperation with Apostoli – the humanitarian arm of the Church of
Greece; Greek national ministries, and the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, has
provided more than $23 million in relief for people affected by the country’s economic crisis.

Economic
Development

• $35 can provide a food
parcel for a refugee family.

Supporting 24 small business
coops with funding for
equipment and tools needed
to succeed.

• $50 can give job training
to at-risk youth.
• $100 can purchase winter
clothing for a child.
• $250 can train a young
person in computer literacy.
• $500 can deliver critical
medical supplies to
clinics and hospitals.
IOCC/Apostoli

Medical Support

Food Assistance

More than $16 million in supplies
and equipment shipped to 50 public
hospitals and clinics.

Feeding more than 9,000 people a month
through soup kitchens, dry food parcels,
and grocery cards to buy fresh produce
and dairy goods.

Winter Relief

Providing heating fuel for 32 state-run
institutions housing Greece’s elderly,
disabled, and orphans.

IOCC/Apostoli

Eirini Vourloumis

IOCC/Apostoli

INTERNATIONAL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHARITIES
Headquarters: 110 West Road, Suite 360 • Baltimore, MD 21204 USA
Tel: (410) 243-9820 • Toll Free: 1-877-803-IOCC (4622) • E-mail: relief@iocc.org • Online: iocc.org
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• $1,000 can finance loans
which enable families to
start small businesses.
IOCC IS EFFECTIVE

IOCC IS EFFICIENT

Every dollar you give helps IOCC
secure almost $7.00 support from
governments, foundations,
ecumenical organizations and
other funding sources.

92% of IOCC’s
resources are used for
humanitarian relief
and
development programs.

INTERNATIONAL ORTHODOX
CHRISTIAN CHARITIES
Post Office Box 17398 • Baltimore, MD 21298-9242
Toll Free Donation Hotline: 1-877-803-IOCC (4622)
Visit us online at www.iocc.org
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We Need Your Help to raise money for
our church programs
Please bring your recyclable papers to our Green
& Yellow Paper Retriever Bin
Located next to the NEC building.

Strategic Planning Retreat Held
Parish Council News
The parish council held it’s first
strategic planning meeting on
Saturday, April 22nd, which was
hosted by Mama Mia’s Italian
Restaurant on Plymouth Road
in Livonia.
The retreat was organized and
lead by parish council members
Dr. Angelo Patsalis and Peter
Tsaprazis with the goal of initiating a dialogue to determine
a vision for the future of our
parish. Nearly 30 parish ministry leaders attended the retreat
which went from 9am to 2pm.

owed by an entertaining icebreaker where attendees learned
something totally new about
each other. After that, the group
broke off into four smaller
groups to tackle answering the
following questions:
1. What is your vision for the
parish in 3, 5, 10, and 20 years
time.
2. How do you see the vision being accompished.

A continental breakfast and
buffet lunch were served by the
attentive and friendly Mama
Mia’s staff. Thanks to the John
Vardounitis family who donated
The session began with Fr. Nick the hall rental and meals to the
leading the group in prayer, foll- church.

ACCEPTED ITEMS:
ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED
Newspapers
NO Cardboard
Magazines
NO Cereal/Soda Cartons
Shopping Catalogs
NO Food wrap/containers
Mail
NO Tissue Products
School Papers
NO Phone Books
Office Papers
NO Plastic
Envelopes
NO Glass
Shredded paper (bagged)

RESOURCE SAVINGS from
Recycling One Ton of Paper:
4,102 kwh less Electricity

60 Lbs less Green House Gases
7,000 gallons less of Water
390 gallons of oil

Make Every Page Count
Thank you for recycling!

Nativity of the Virgin Mary
Greek Dancers

To kick off our SUMMER DANCE SEASON,
Please join John Peppes and Peggy Collias for a

In preparation for NATIVITY OF THE VIRGIN MARY’S

Taste of Greece Festival 2017

GREEK DANCE WORKSHOP

Sunday, June 4
• BIDDIES (grades K-2)
(1pm-1:30pm)
(1:30pm-2:00pm)
• JUNIORS (grades 3-5)
• INTERMEDIATES (grades 6-8) (2:00pm – 3:00 pm)
(grades 9–college) (3:00 pm – 5:00pm)
• REVMA
FREE! Everyone welcome!
Refreshments will be served for ALL GROUPS
Peggy Collias 586-945-5246

(August 25-27)

Greek Dance Practices
will take place

TUESDAYS

June
June
July
July
August

6 Registration / Pizza/ Dance Party!
13, 20, 27
5 (WEDNESDAY)
11, 18, 25
1, 8, 15, 22

BIDDIES (Grades K-2)
6:30-7:00 pm
JUNIORS (Grades 3-5)
7:00-7:30 pm
INTERMEDIATES (Grades 6-8) 7:30-8:15 pm
SENIORS (High School and College)
8:15-9:15 pm
Everyone welcome!
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The Logos

A tax-deduction for you…A hot meal for him.

DONATE YOUR CAR!
Help hungry and hurting people around
the world by donating your used car
to International Orthodox
Christian Charities.
INTERNATIONAL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHARITIES
Online: www.iocc.org/cars • Toll-free: 877-803-4622 • Fast and Easy • Free Towing

FORMS AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE
or email nativityvmvoice@gmail.com for .pdf version
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Council of Ministries
Rev. Fr. Nick Marcus
Parish Priest
Rev. Fr. Charles Sarelis
Retired

Altar Boys

Bill Smith
(586) 942-6625

Book Store

Michael Randall
(734) 612-0846
Jerry & Mary Takis
(734) 459-9311

Kathleen Kyriacou
Office Administrator

Basketball

William Smith
Holy Cross Seminary, M.DIV

Chanters

2017 Parish Council

Fundraisers

Louis Poulos
President
Dr. Angelo Patsalis
Vice President
Nancy Vardouniotis
Treasurer
Golfo Tzilos
Secretary
Nikolaos Adonakis
Thomas James
Marios Lambi
Irene Melabiotis
Yianni Petrou
Dean Stavrou
Peter Tsaprazis

Nondo Basoukeas
(248) 974-7637
Dr. Panagiotis Mitsias
Demertrios Tzelepis
(586) 489-7978
Angela Kheir
(248) 579-6712
Georgia Koumariotis

Religious Education
Jerry Takis
(734) 459-9311
Michelle Hunsinger
(248) 788-3561

Scouts of America
Mary Takis
(734) 459-9311

Senior Citizens
Costa Kassapis
(734) 261-3479

The Logos

Louis Poulos
(734) 306-7024
Kathy Kyriacou
Charlene Galbraith

Ushers

Mike Fafalios
(734) 905-4482

Greek School

Anna Liakou-Hentnik
(248) 425-2321

GOYA

Jonathan Marcus, President
Panos Papadakos, Vice Pres.
Sophia Zervos, Secretary
Charles Hunsinger, Co-Treasurer
Anna Marcus, Co-Treasurer

Committees
Beautification
Thekla Szlinis
Diane Michalakis

Fellowship

Greek Dancers

Festival

Hope/Joy

Historical

Peggy Collias
(586) 945-5246

Presbytera Liza
(616) 214-9724
Denise Stein
(734) 464-3950

Library

Gale Ford
(248) 348-9043
Mary Takis
(734) 459-9311

Ladies Philoptochos
Theodora Bageris
(248) 471-3662

Missions

Elaine Hamilton
Lanney909@gmail.com

Nativity Kiss

Betsy Basoukeas
(248) 974-7654
Anne Randall
(734) 420-2402

Thekla Szlinis
Angela Kheir

Iconography
Diane Michalakis
Dr. Angelos Katramados

Men’s Club
George Zerevos

Photography
Cleanthe Milojevic

Stewardship
Angela Kheir

Welcoming
Yianni Petru

Website
Tom Foster
Evans Ferris
Dennis Ford
Dr. Angelo Patsalis
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James Johnson, DDS

Advertise in
The Logos

Black & While Space Available:
Half page at $540 ea
Quarter page $300 ea
Business Card $180 ea
Color Space Available:
Half Page $650
Quarter page $400
Business Card $250
Back Cover $900 per year
Promote your business while helping
defray the monthly cost of producing and
mailing The Logos.
Please call the office
734-420-0131
or
email: nativityvmvoice@gmail.com
15

Nativity of The Virgin Mary
Greek Orthodox Church
39851 West Five Mile Road
Plymouth, Michigan
ph. 734-420-0131
fax. 734-420-0602

www.nativitygochurch.org

Mission Statement - The Logos Ministry
To creatively communicate and report parish news, services, sacraments, and ministry events to all
Nativity faithful; to advance the understanding of our Orthodox Faith and sacramental life while
recording the history of our parish; to promote stewardship, fellowship, charity, and love in Christ
our God, who is The Logos and sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:17).

GREKO half page
Advertisement Here

