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On Holy Saturday night, all of Orthodoxy will await with anticipation for the Holy Light to
be distributed. “Come and receive the Light...” will be heard as the priests pass the Holy
Light from faithful to faithful until the whole church is filled with Light. Shortly after exiting
the church, underneath the night sky, we will hear those blessed words resounding Christ is Risen! - Χριστος Ανεστη! Holding our lambathes – Paschal Candles, and making
the sign of the cross high in the air we will sing the joyous anthem of Orthodoxy: “Christ is
Risen from the dead, by death trampling down upon death, and to those in the tombs, He has
granted life.” This triumphant call will be repeated throughout the entire Orthodox world,
300 million Orthodox Christians celebrating the “Feast of Feasts” together!

Rev. Fr. Nick Marcus
Presbyter
(616) 328328-3143
frnickmarcus@gmail.com
Rev. Fr. Charles Sarelis
Retired

It is always an incredible sight to behold seeing all the faithful holding lit candles, illuminating
the church with the Light of Christ. Contemplating on the meaning of this, my mind wanders
to Jerusalem and the church of the Holy Sepulchre. In the place where the Lord resurrected, Jerusalem, Christians for centuries have received the Holy Light from the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre. Yet many today don’t know of the miracle or phenomenon that has
been taking place there for centuries.

Church Office Hours
Monday through Friday
10:00 am—
am—2:00 pm

Orthodox tradition holds that the Holy Fire is a miracle that happens annually on the eve of
the resurrection in which a blue light emanates within Jesus Christ's tomb (usually rising
from the marble slab covering the stone bed believed to be that upon which Jesus' body
was placed for burial) now in the Holy Sepulchre, which eventually forms a column containing a form of fire, from which candles are lit, which are then used to light the candles of the
clergy and pilgrims in attendance. The fire is also said to spontaneously light other lamps
and candles around the church. Pilgrims and clergy claim that the Holy Fire does not burn
them. The following is excerpts, firsthand accounts, including from a former Patriarch of Jerusalem,
of what happens:
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Where and when does the miracle occur? The ceremony, which awes the souls of
Christians, takes place …in Jerusalem. The date for Pascha is determined anew for every
year. It must be the first Sunday after the spring equinox and Jewish Passover. Therefore,
most of the time it differs from the date of Catholic and Protestant Easter, which is determined using different criteria. The Holy Fire is the most renowned miracle in the world of
Eastern Orthodoxy. It has taken place at the same time, in the same manner, in the same
place every single year for centuries. No other miracle (observed with the senses of sight
and touch) is known to occur so regularly and so steadily. It happens in the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre, the place where Jesus was entombed, and where He finally rose from the
dead.
How old is the wonder? The first written accounts of the Holy Fire dates from the fourth
century, but authors write about events that occurred in the first century. St. John Damascus and St. Gregory of Nyssa narrate how the Apostle Peter saw the Holy Light in the Holy
Sepulcher after Christ's Resurrection. Because of the popularity of this new found religion,
the people began to go to the physical location of where the Lord was crucified and where
He was resurrected. In 132 A.D. the emperor Hadrian re-founded Jerusalem as a pagan
Roman city and in 135 A.D. built a pagan shrine at the place of Christ’s tomb. Eusebius
(260-340 A.D.), an early

church historian, recalled that he had seen with his own eyes how the pagan temple had
been built over the cave which had served as the Lord's tomb (Life of Constantine 3.26).
Jerome, a Bible scholar who lived in Bethlehem in the 4th century, also later described how
the pagan temple had been built on top of the site after it had been filled in and paved
over: "On the rock of the Cross a statue of Venus made of marble was venerated by the
pagans" he stated. The Emperor Constantine (274-337 A.D.) removed the pagan temple and
built the first church on the site sometime around 326-335 A.D. It was a large basilica called
the Church of the Resurrection, which was dedicated in 335 A.D.
The historian Eusebius also writes in his Vita Constantini, which dates from around 328 A.D.,
about an interesting occurrence in Jerusalem at Pascha in the year 162 A.D. When the church
caretakers were about to fill the lamps to make them ready to celebrate the resurrection of
Christ, they suddenly noticed that there was no more oil left to pour in the lamps. Upon this,
Bishop Narcissus of Jerusalem ordered the oil lamps to be filled with water. He then told the
caretakers to ignite them. In front of the eyes of all present every single lamp burned as if
filled with pure oil. Orthodox tradition holds that this miracle predates the construction of
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in the fourth century. The common premise is that God
has produced fire where there, logically speaking, should have been none – a miracle.
The Around 385 A.D. Egeria, a noble woman from Spain, traveled to Palestine. In the account
of her journey, she speaks of a ceremony in the Holy Sepulcher of Christ, where a light
comes forth from the small chapel enclosing the tomb, by which the entire church is filled
with an infinite light. The Abbot Daniel, who was present at the ceremony in 1106 A.D., said
that traditional beliefs "that the Holy Spirit descends upon the Holy Sepulchre in the form of
a dove" and "that it is lightning from heaven which kindles the lamps above the Sepulchre of
the Lord" are untrue, "but the Divine grace comes down unseen from heaven, and lights the
(oil) lamps…". This is what the Holy Saints of the Church speak of as the phenomenon of the
Uncreated Light.

continued on next page

Ceremony of Holy Light: In order to be as close to the Church as possible, pilgrims will
camp sometimes days in advance. The Holy Sepulcher is located in the small chapel called Holy
Ciborium, which is inside the Church of the Resurrection. Typically they wait (many fasting from
all food) from the afternoon of Holy Friday in anticipation of the miracle on Holy Saturday.
Beginning at around 11:00 in the morning, the Palestinian Arabs (greatest majority), chant
traditional hymns in a loud voice. These chants date back to the Turkish (Ottoman)
occupation of Jerusalem in the 13th century, a period in which the Christians were not
allowed to chant anywhere but in the churches. "We are the Christians, we have been Christians
for centuries, and we shall be forever and ever. Amen!" - they chant at the top of their voices
accompanied by the sound of drums. The drummers sit on the shoulders of others who
dance vigorously around the Holy Ciborium. But at 1:00 pm the chants fade out ...and then
there is a silence. A tense silence, charged from the anticipation of the great demonstration
of God's power for all to witness.

Shortly thereafter, a delegation from the local authorities elbows its way through the crowd.
At the time of the Turkish occupation of Palestine they were Muslim Turks; today they are
Israelis. Their function is to represent the Romans at the time of Jesus. The Gospels speak of
the Romans that went to seal the tomb of Jesus, so that His disciples would not steal his
body and claim He had risen. In the same way the Israeli authorities on this Holy Saturday
come and seal the tomb with wax. Before they seal the door, they follow a custom to enter
the tomb, and to check for any hidden sources of fire (like matches or lighters, etc.) which
would make a fraud of the miracle. "I enter the tomb and kneel in holy fear in front of the place
where Christ lay after His death and where He rose again from the dead... (narrates former
Orthodox Patriarch Diodoros I 1981–2000). I find my way through the darkness towards the
inner chamber in which I fall on my knees. Here I say certain prayers that have been handed down
to us through the centuries and,
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having said them, I wait. Sometimes I may wait a few minutes, but normally the miracle happens
immediately after I have said the prayers. From the core of the very stone on which Jesus laid an
indefinable light pours forth. It usually has a blue tint, but the color may change and take many
different hues. It cannot be described in human terms. The light rises out of the stone as mist may
rise out of a lake — it almost looks as if the stone is covered by a moist cloud, but it is light. This light
each year behaves differently. Sometimes it covers just the stone, while other times it gives light to
the whole Sepulchre, so that people who stand outside the tomb and look into it will see it filled with
light. The light does not burn — I have never had my beard burnt in all the years I have been
Patriarch in Jerusalem and have received the Holy Fire. The light is of a different consistency than
normal fire that burns in an oil lamp... At a certain point the light rises and forms a column in which
the fire is of a different nature, so that I am able to light my candles from it. When I thus have
received the flame on my candles, I go out and give the fire first to the Armenian Patriarch and then
to the Coptic. Hereafter I give the flame to all people present in the Church." While the patriarch
is inside the chapel kneeling in front of the stone, there is darkness but far from silence
outside. One hears a rather loud mumbling, and the atmosphere is very tense. When the
Patriarch comes out with the two candles lit and shining brightly in the darkness, a roar of
jubilee resounds in the Church.

The Holy Light is not only distributed by the Patriarch, but operates also by itself. It is emitted
from the Holy Sepulchre with a hue completely different from that of natural light. It sparkles,
it flashes like lightning, it flies like a dove around the tabernacle of the Holy Sepulcher, and
lights up the unlit lamps of olive oil hanging in front of it. It whirls from one side of the
church to the other. It enters some of the chapels inside the church, as for instance the
Chapel of the Calvary (at a higher level than the Holy Sepulchre) and lights up the little lamps. It
lights up also the candles of certain pilgrims. In fact there are some very pious pilgrims who,
every time they attended this ceremony, noticed that their candles light on their own accord!
The (Lord’s Uncreated Light) divine light, also presents some peculiarities: As soon as it appears
it has a bluish hue and does not
continued on next page

burn. At the first moments of its appearance, if it touches the face, or the mouth, or the
hands, it does not burn. This is proof of its divine and supernatural origin. We must also take
into consideration that the Holy Light appears only by the invocation of an Orthodox
Hierarch.
(One account speaks of an uprising that occurred in Jerusalem in 1099 for the
failure of Crusaders to obtain the “Holy Fire”. The Light did not manifest it self to the
Crusaders’ Hierarchy.)
The miracle is not confined to what actually happens inside the little tomb, where the
Patriarch prays. What may be even more significant is that the blue light is reported to appear
and be active outside the tomb. Every year many believers claim that this miraculous light
ignites candles, which they hold in their hands, of its own initiative. All in the church wait with
candles in the hope that they may ignite spontaneously. Often unlit oil lamps catch light by
themselves before the eyes of the pilgrims. The blue flame is seen to move in different
places in the Church. A number of signed testimonies by pilgrims, whose candles lit
spontaneously, attest to the validity…. The person who experiences the miracle from close
up by having the fire on the candle or seeing the blue light usually leaves Jerusalem changed,
and for everyone having attended the ceremony, there is always a "before and after" the
miracle… (experience). Below we have a picture of the spontaneous igniting of a priest’s
Paschal candle.

1) In the middle of the pillar light is seen at the moment of the Holy Fire appearance.
2) A Candle "itself" has ignited up in an arch in the hand of an Armenian priest.
3) Line of Holy Fire lights may be seen at bottom left. These are not oil-lamps, oil-lamps are
seen between the lights.
Have others tried to receive the Holy Fire? Every time heterodox (any at variance with
an official or orthodox position) have tried to obtain the Holy Fire they have failed. Three such
attempts are known. Two occurred in the twelfth century when priests of the Roman Church
tried to force out the Orthodox Church, but by their own confessions these ended with
God's will being done for those who He has prepared to receive this phenomenon. But the
most miraculous event occurred in the year 1579, the year when God clearly testified to
whom alone may be given His miracle. "Once some Armenians (called monophysites ) paid
the (Ottoman) Turks, who then occupied the Holy Land, in order to obtain permission for
their Patriarch to enter the Holy Sepulchre, the Orthodox Patriarch was standing sorrowfully
with his flock at the exit of the church, near the left column, when suddenly the Holy Light
split this column vertically and
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flashed near the Orthodox Patriarch. A Muslim Muezzin, called Tounom, who saw the
miraculous event from an adjacent mosque, immediately abandoned the Muslim religion and
became an Orthodox Christian. This event took place under Sultan Mourad IV, when the
Patriarch of Jerusalem was Sophrony IV 1579–1608. (The above mentioned split column still
exists. It dates from the twelfth century. The Orthodox pilgrims embrace it at the "place of
the split" as they enter the church). Turkish warriors
stood on the wall of a building close to the gate and
lightning struck the column. When one saw this
striking miracle he cried that Christ is truly God and
leaped down from a height of about ten meters. But
he was not killed the stones under him became as soft
as wax and his footprints were left upon them. The
Turks tried to scrape away these prints but they could
not destroy them; so they remain as witness. He was
burned by the Turks near the Church. His remains,
gathered by the Greeks, lay in the monastery of
Panagia until the 19th century (with myrrh flowing
from them).
Muslims, who deny the Passion, Crucifixion and
Resurrection of Christ, tried to put obstacles in the
way of the miracle. Well known Muslim historian Al
Biruni wrote: "… a (note: Muslim) governor brought a copper wire instead of a wick (note: for the
self-lighting oil lamps), in order that it wouldn't ignite and the whole thing would fail to occur. But as
the fire descended, the copper burned."
This was not the only attempt. The report written by the English chronicler, Gautier Vinisauf,
describes of what happened another time. In 1187, the Saracens under the direction of
Sultan Salah ad-Din (1138 – 1193) took Jerusalem. In that year, the Sultan desired to be
present at the celebration, even though he was not a Christian. Gautier Vinisauf tells us what
happened: "On his arrival, the celestial fire descended suddenly, and the assistants were deeply
moved...the Saracens... said that the fire which they had seen to come down was produced by
fraudulent means. Salah ad-Din, wishing to expose the imposter, caused the lamp, which the fire
from Heaven had lighted, to be extinguished, but the lamp relit immediately. He caused it to be
extinguished a second time and a third time, but it relit as of itself. Thereupon, the Sultan,
confounded, cried out in prophetic transport: 'Yes, soon shall I die, or I shall lose Jerusalem.”
A miracle that is unknown in the West. One can ask the question of why the miracle of
the Holy Fire is almost unknown in Western Europe. In Protestant areas it may, to a certain
extent, be explained by the fact that there is no real tradition of miracles; people don't really
know in which box to place the miracles, and they rarely feature them in newspapers. But in
the Catholic tradition there is vast interest (tradition) in miracles. Then, why is it not well
known? For this only one explanation suffices: Church politics. Only the Orthodox Churches
attend the ceremony which is centered on the miracle. It only occurs on the Orthodox date
of Easter and without the presence of any Catholic authorities.
Continued on next page

The question of the authenticity of the miracle. As with any other miracle there are
people who believe it is a fraud and nothing but a masterpiece of Orthodox propaganda.
They believe the Patriarch has a lighter inside of the tomb. These critics, however, are
confronted with a number of problems. Matches and other means of ignition are recent
inventions. Only a few hundred years ago lighting a fire was an undertaking that lasted much
longer than the few minutes during which the Patriarch is inside the tomb. One then could
perhaps say, he had an oil lamp burning inside, from which he kindled the candles, but the
local authorities confirmed that they had checked the tomb and found no light inside it. The
best arguments against fraud, however, are not the testimonies of the changing Patriarchs. The
biggest challenges confronting the critics are the thousands of independent testimonies by
pilgrims whose candles were lit spontaneously in front of their eyes without any possible
explanation.
Retired Metropolitan Bishop Maximus of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania was present once in his life
in Jerusalem to witness this phenomenon. (He had been invited by the Patriarch of
Jerusalem) He stated very excitedly with wide eyes: “The Holy Light, which was blue in color,
came forth from the Tomb. No one who touched it was burnt. After a while, maybe half an
hour, the light changed color and became hot to the touch. It was incredible!”
The miracle of the Holy Fire may be the oldest unbroken Christian ceremony in the world
recorded from the fourth century A.D. From these sources it becomes clear that the miracle
has been celebrated on the same spot, on the same Feastday, and in the same liturgical frame
throughout all these centuries.
May the Lord, the Father of all miracles, give us the faith to believe!
Fr Nick
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Nativity News
NEW NATIVITY BOOK STORE: Now open! Hours are 10am to 2pm MondaySaturday, 5pm-8pm Thursday night and 12-2pm on Sunday. Located at the Nativity Ed
Center, volunteers are needed to keep the store open daily. Please contact Michael Randall 734-612-0846 or Jerry Takis 734-262-5143 if you are interested in volunteering.
LENTEN POT-LUCK AND LECTURE: Following Pre-Sanctified Liturgy on Wednesday nights this lent,
an informative lecture will be given during the potluck meal.
RESURRECTION SERVICE MAGIRITSA: Following the Paschal Liturgy on the evening of April 30th in
the Fellowship Hall! Join us for a light meal including Easter lamb soup, dolmathes, tsoureki, cheese, olives
and of course, Paschal eggs. Free to all! Please RSVP with Kathy in the office.
TUESDAY GROUP: Will meet every Tuesday at 11am for a one hour Bible Study and discussion revolving
around the liturgical cycle of the church followed by lunch. Please contact Father Nick for more information or
to assist with lunch.
HAVE NEWS YOU WANT TO SHARE? Please submit your family news, celebratory events, congratulations, accomplishments, highlights, awards, new job placement or any life moments you wish to have listed on
this page to nativityVMvoice@gmail.com.
METROPOLIS OF DETROIT SUMMER CAMP: 2016 Registration is open for youth entering grades 311. Please join our parish families in registering your children for week 2 (July 10- July 16) in hopes of grouping our Nativity children together.
NATIVITY CALENDAR: Subscribe to the Nativity Calendar on your smart phone or computer for easy import of all scheduled services and events. Go to http://www.nativitygochurch.org/calendar.html and click on the
appropriate link (either icalendar or google) to subscribe. The church calendar will automatically update itself
on your device.
BAPTISMS: Congratulations to Nikolaos and Natalie Tsimpidis who’s son Vasili was baptized by Father Nick
last month, Koumbari are Leonidas and Eleni Kiliaris and Anthony Hage-Hassan. Also, congratulations to Michael and Christine Gillette who’s children Amelia and Garrett Michael were sponsored by Maria Walker and
Robert Dingeman. “For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ” (Galatians 3:27 NIV)
40 DAY BLESSING (CHURCHING): Our Nativity family welcomed it’s newest member to the community
last month, Melina Apostolakis, daughter of Paul and Tiffany. Congratulations and may her years be blessed

by the Lord.
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

Pascha is fast approaching and much is happening this month as well. First, GOYA will be selling our
community Pascha card with proceeds to benefit the St. Nicholas National Shrine, please support this
endeavor. So far, we have successfully raised half of the $10,000 per parish goal set by the archdiocese
and would like to raise the rest by year end.
On April 17th we will be walking in the annual Greek Independence Day Parade in downtown Detroit. It
is a fun filled afternoon and I encourage all parishioners to participate. We walk the parade route holding
our Nativity of the Virgin Mary banner and would like to have a large group representing our parish again
this year.
Additionally, preparations for our 12th annual Taste of Greece Festival are underway. This year’s dates are
August 26th-28th and of course everyones participation is needed to host another successful event this
year. Please mark your calendars and if you are interested in getting more involved with festival planning,
contact festival co-chairs Angela Kheir or Thekla Szlinis. Thank you Angela and Thekla for once again
taking on this enormous task.
Leading up to Holy Week, on Lazarus Saturday there will be a pancake breakfast followed by the making
of palm crosses for Palm Sunday. The Palm Sunday luncheon fundraiser returns this year with food being
provided by George’s Senate Coney Island. Tickets are on sale now and limited to 140 people so please
purchase them at your earliest convenience.
Finally, it is a great pleasure to announce that a complimentary fellowship meal will be held after the
Paschal Divine Liturgy on Saturday night of Pascha. It will be a light meal featuring Easter lamb soup
(Magiritsa made with lamb), dolmathes, tsoureki, olives, cheese, beer and wine. We hope all join us in the
tradition of feasting and fellowship after the joy of the resurrection. Please RSVP with Kathy in the office
so an accurate amount of food can be prepared. Additionally, a single elimination egg cracking tournament
will be organized for the kids.
A blessed Lent, Holy Week and Pascha to all.

Yours In Christ,
Louis Poulos
Parish Council

Page 10

Wisdom of the Saints
“When fasting is understood in a true, Christian sense and not in a legalistic, pharisaical way, then the forgiving of insults and abstaining from covetousness are a fast, and this the most important fast, or, if you
wish, the greatest fruit of fasting. For indeed, there is very little value in abstaining from food without abstinence from the returning of insult for insult and the illusion of earthly riches.” ~ St. Nikolai Velimirovich
“Let your first task, as soon as you waken, be the sign of the cross and your first words be the words of the
Jesus Prayer.” ~ St. Barsanuphius the Great
“Whoever has become a servant of the Lord fears only his Master. But whoever is without fear of God is
often afraid of his own shadow. Fearfulness is the daughter of unbelief. A proud soul is the slave of fear;
hoping in itself, it comes to such a state that it is startled by a small noise, and is afraid of the dark.” ~ St.
John Climacas
“Fasting is wonderful because it tramples our sins like a dirty weed, while it cultivates and raises truth like
a flower.” ~ St. John Chrysostom
“Unexpected trials are sent by God to teach us to practice the ascetic life; and they lead us to repentance
even when we are reluctant.” ~ St. Mark the Ascetic
“Remembrance of wrongs is the consummation of anger, the keeper of sins, hatred of righteousness, ruin of
virtues, poison of the soul, worm of the mind, shame of prayer, cessation of supplication, estrangement of
love, a nail stuck in the soul, pleasure-less feeling, cherished in the sweetness of bitterness, continuous sin,
unsleeping transgression, hourly malice.”
~ St. John Climacas
“Do not worry at all; everything will pass and the storm will die down. Do not despair; have hope in God
and in our Panagia. God will never abandon pained souls seeking salvation. The devil has become rabid
because his plans were ruined - and what big plans! Glory to Thee, O God, for everything. Carry the cross,
my children, and crucify yourselves with our Christ, and soon the bright Resurrection will come. The more
afflicted you are now, the more you will feel the joy of freedom. This is how the life of the Christian is
mapped out: in afflictions and troubles. All who desire to live according to God will suffer. ”
~ Elder Ephraim of the Holy Mountain

~
From the 2016 Daily Lives, Miracles and Wisdom of the Saints and Fasting Calendar
The Orthodox Calendar Company
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Stewardship 2016 Update
Thank you to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for the
2016 pledge year. Please join them in their support for Nativity of the Virgin Mary Greek
Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today!
2016 Budget
Pledge to Date
Total Pledge Amount
$260,000.00
109
$121,488.00
Fr. Nick & Presvytera Liza Marcus
Mr. & Mrs. Nikolaos Adonakis
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Aravas
Mr. & Mrs. John Atsalis
Mrs. Theodora Bageris
Mr. & Mrs. Nondo Basoukeas
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Canelopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Carayannopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Perry Christy
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Christy
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Cloutier
Ms. Peggy Collias
Ms. Shirley Collias
Mr. George Demergis
Mrs. Cleo Demetriou
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dingeman
Mr. & Mrs. Vassilios Dionyssopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. David Droz
Mr. & Mrs. David Drummond
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Eliades
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fafalios
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Finneran
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Floros
Mr. & Mrs. John Floros
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Ford
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Foster
Ms. Angela Galanos
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Galbraith
Mr. & Mrs. Christos Georvassillis
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gillette
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Hentnik
Mr. & Mrs. John Houstoulakis
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Hunsinger
Ms. Katherine Jenaras
Mr. & Mrs. Tasi Kanellopoulos
Ms. Helen Kaneris
Ms. Maria Kaneris
Mr. Costa Kassapis
Ms. Angela Kheir
Mr. & Mrs. Kourtney Kirshman
Mr. Gus Kokas
Mr. Dimitris Kosta
Mr. Ephraim Kosta
Mr. & Mrs. George Kotsonas

Mr. & Mrs. Elias Koumariotis
Ms. Soula Koumariotis
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Krall
Mr. & Mrs. George Kriarakis
Mr. & Mrs. Costis Kyriacou
Mr. & Mrs. Marios Lambi
Mr. & Mrs. John Liogas
Mr. Panayoitis Mareaskas
Ms. Alexandra Marikis-Hamilton
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Marken
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Maroudis
Mr. & Mrs. Stavros Melabiotis
Dr. George Mellos
Mrs. Mary Metrusias
Ms. Fay Mili
Mr. & Mrs. Dragan Milojevic
Mrs. Freda Mollasis
Dr. & Mrs. Jerry Morris
Mrs. Becky Moustakeas
Mrs. Sophia Nichoff
Ms. Nikolia Pappas
Dr. Angelo Patsalis
Mr. & Mrs. James Patterson
Mr. & Mrs. John Petrou
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Photsios
Dr. & Mrs. John Pispidikis
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Poulos
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Poulos
Mrs. Sophia Poulos
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Prokos
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Randall
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Rentis
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Rifat
Ms. Alexandra Sarellaris
Mrs. Bessie Shell
Mr. & Mrs. Sandy Smith
Mr. William Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Sonbay
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Stassinos
Mr. & Mrs. John Stathopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilios Stoitsiadis
Mr. & Mrs. John Szlinis
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Szlinis
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Takis

Ms. Georgia Theophelis
Ms. Alexandra Tsacoumangos
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Tsikaris
Ms. Angela Tzelepis
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Tzelepis
Ms. Christina Tzilos
Ms. Golfo Tzilos
Ms. Margaret Vardouniostis
Mr. & Mrs. John Vardouniostis
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Varlamos
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Varlamos
Mr. & Mrs. Gust Varlamos
Mr. Nick Varlamos
Mr. & Mrs. John Varverakis
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Vivio
Ms. Theodora Vorias
Mr. James R. Wahl
Mrs. Maria Walker
Mr. & Mrs. George Zervos
Mr. & Mrs. Odisseys Zigouirs
Mr. Angelo Ziordas
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PHILOPTOCHOS
Our Philoptochos April meeting was very successfully attended. We made our final plans for our "SOUP"
luncheon on Sunday, April 10, after church services, the cost is $5.00. We are hoping all of you will join us
in fellowship to support this new event.
We are also making Pascha preparations for Holy Week. We will have sign-up sheets on the
Philoptochos bulletin board for your convenience. If you would like to participate or donate one
of the items, please sign up.
Thank you so much for supporting us.

Thank You!
My Dear Nativity Parishioners and fellow Philoptochos members,
Once in a lifetime you find a friend who touches your heart and stand with
you and by you. Well, during my recent surgery I would like to thank you all
for your true friendship. You are all special friends, friend I can talk with,
laugh with and believe in.
Thank you all so very much for your cards, visits and calls, that was so very
very nice of you all.
Love you all,
Theodora Bageris

Page 13

~ Please Pray For ~
Fr. George Vaporis
Gerasimos
Cleo Demitriou
Sandy Zembylas
MiaGrace Zembylas
Athanasia
John Loridas
George
Michali Christofi
Maria Espinosa
Elaine Galbraith
John Atsalis
Soula Metropoulos
Anastasia Kyriazakos

Michael
Maria
Chris
Nick Zembylas
David
Pat
Karl
Vali Anne
Jacob Espinosa
Katerina
Dorothy Hetu
Maryann Varverakis
Nick Morakeas
Theodora Bageris

Charles Prokos
Chris
Eva Kocoves Fink
Taylor Zembylas
Despina
Lisa Zervos
David
Maria
Theodora Espinosa
Teresa
Katherine Beeny
Maria Kalas
Kenneth Johnson

Abducted
For the safety of Metropolitan Paul and Archbishop John and for
their return to their communities, let us pray to the Lord.
If you know of anyone who is need of prayer, or visitation please notify
Fr. Nick or the church office
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Tahini Mediterranean
Bakery & Grill
Tahini is looking for full time
and part time help.
If interested please call Norma
at 248248-767767-3512
Located on the East side of Haggerty
between 6 Mile & 7 Mile

Please mention this ad!

PROSPHORON
BAKERS NEEDED!!!
Due to the number of services we
will be having through lent we are
in need of Prosphoron now.
Over this period we will need at
least 8 per week.
If you are interested in providing
the prosphoron but do not know
how to make it we have a recipe
in the office and Fr. Nick will offer
instructions if need be.
Thank you in advance!
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Dear Nativity Families,
We would like to invite your daughter to serve as a Myrrh-bearer
(Myrophora) in the Holy Friday evening service. As Myrrh-bearers,
the girls will represent the faithful and holy women who went to
the burial site of Our Lord, to dress the Body with sweet herbs
and spices. It is a position of honor and love.
In order to participate, the following will be required:
The girls will need to arrive at the church by no later than
5:15 p.m. The girls will process into the church together.
It is an honor to serve in this manner and the girls need to
understand the significance of whom they are representing.
Girls who do not arrive on time will not be able to
participate.
The girls will need to be dressed in white. Dresses should be
modest and appropriate to the occasion. Unduly tight
fitting
revealing tops and plunging necklines or short skirts are not
appropriate.
If you would like your daughter to
participate, please call Mary Takis at
(734) 459-9311 by no later than Palm
Sunday, April 24, 2016
With Love in Christ,
Your Sunday School Teachers
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2016 Lenten Services
April Services
Friday, April 1

10:00am

Presanctified Liturgy

7:00pm

Salutations to the Theotokos

Tuesday, April 5

11:00am

Bible Study

Tuesday, April 5

6:30pm

Great Compline

Wednesday, April 6

5:00pm

Presanctified Liturgy w/Lenten Meal & Presentation

Thursday, April 7
Friday, April 8

6:30pm
10:00am
7:00pm
11:00am
6:30pm
5:00pm
6:30pm
10:00am
7:00pm
11:00am
6:30pm
5:00pm
6:30pm
10:00am
7:00pm

Great Compline
Presanctified Liturgy
Salutations to the Theotokos
Bible Study
Great Compline
Presanctified Liturgy w/Lenten Meal & Presentation
Great Compline
Presanctified Liturgy
Salutations to the Theotokos
Bible Study
Great Compline
Presanctified Liturgy w/Lenten Meal & Presentation
Great Compline
Presanctified Liturgy
Salutations to the Theotokos
LAZARUS SATURDAY
Orthros
Divine Liturgy
Pancake Breakfast, Making of the Palm Crosses &
Cleaning of the church and grounds to follow service

Tuesday, April 12
Wednesday, April 13
Thursday, April 14
Friday, April 15
Tuesday, April 19
Wednesday, April 20
Thursday, April 21
Friday, April 22
Saturday, April 23

8:45am
10:00am
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2016 HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Date

Time

Sunday, April 24

Service
PALM SUNDAY

8:45am

Orthros

10:00am

Divine Liturgy

7:00pm

Bridegroom Matins

Monday, April 25

HOLY MONDAY
10:00am

Presanctified Liturgy

7:00pm

Bridegroom Matins

Tuesday, April 26

HOLY TUESDAY
10:00am

Presanctified Liturgy

7:00pm

Bridegroom Matins

Wednesday, April 27

HOLY WEDNESDAY
10:00am

Presanctified Liturgy

3:00pm

Holy Unction Service

7:00pm

Matins of the Mystical Supper
Holy Unction (Anointing Only) following

Thursday, April 28

HOLY THURSDAY
7:30-8:30am Communion
9:00am

Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil

6:00pm

Twelve Gospels of the Crucifixion

Friday, April 29

HOLY FRIDAY
10:00am

Holy Hours

12:00pm

Youth Retreat

3:00pm

Vespers of Apokathelosis

6:30pm

Lamentation Services

Saturday, April 30
10:00am
11:00pm
Sunday, May 1
11:00am

HOLY SATURDAY
The Protoanastasis
Resurrection Service
PASCHA
Agape Service
Easter Egg Hunt
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Fr. Nick leads a Bible
study group on Tuesdays
at 11am - 12 noon in the
church hall.
ALL welcome to join!

~TUESDAY GROUP” Invitation ~
We invite you to please consider joining the
“Tuesday Group” following the Bible study, for
lunch, fellowship, fun, conversation, and cards?.
This gathering is for and about fellowship. There is
no cost to you! Stop on in for lunch only, or stay for
the afternoon. We have a lot of Laughs, and this is
a great opportunity to get to know each other better.
We look forward to seeing you
there!
God Bless you!
Sincerely, Fr. Nick &
Presvytera Liza
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3rd Annual

Nativity of the Virgin Mary’s

FRIDAY, MAY 13 at 7:00pm
In the Social Hall

Do you play an instrument? Have you acted, danced, lip-synched, hoola-hooped, or recited
poetry? Are you a comedian or love drama? Here is your chance to showcase your TALENT!
Young, old, and anywhere in between, you are invited to come and present your talent!
Or just join us and bring your friends and family for a night of fun! Refreshments will be served
If you are interested in performing, PLEASE contact
Kathy in the church office at 734-420-0131 and we will
add you to the list. DEADLINE for sign up: APRIL 29
Questions: Call Peggy Collias 586-945-5246
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A special HOLY FRIDAY RETREAT
for all Church School Youth
(Kindergarteners through Teens)
An important learning experience for all:
the theology, symbols, and hymns of Holy Friday and
Holy Week
Friday, April 29, 2016
12:30 pm – 3:00 pm
Followed by the Taking Down from the Cross Service
(Apokathilosis)
MARK THE DATE !
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Nativity of the Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church
39851 West Five Mile Road
Plymouth, Michigan 48170
Telephone: (734) 420420-0131 Fax: (734) 420420-0602
Parish Priest: Rev. Father Nick Marcus
Website: www.nativitygochurch.org

Holy Friday Retreat
12:30pm-3:00 pm
April 29, 2016

Registration and Permission Slip
____________________________________________________________________________________
Participant’s Last Name

First

Middle

Date of Birth

______________________________________________________________________
Street Address

Apt. #

City

State

Zip

______________________________________________________________________
Name of Parent(s) or Legal Guardian(s) Phone Number Email Address

______________________________________________________________________
Home Parish

City

State

MEDICAL – EMERGENCY INFORMATION
Information provided is strictly for use by retreat leader. All information is mandatory and will be confidential.
Emergency Contact Information

______________________________________________________________________
Name

Phone Number

Relationship to Participant

Insurance Information

______________________________________________________________________
Name of Policy Holder Insurance Provider Policy Number

Please list any allergies (food, pets, etc.): ____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Please list any other special medical needs:
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

I, (print name) _____________________________, verify that this child has permission to attend this youth activity. All information provided is
accurate and up to date.

Parent or Legal Guardian Signature

Date:______________________
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EASTER EGG HUNT
The Sunday School will be sponsoring an
Easter Egg Hunt immediately after the Pascha
Agape Service. All children are welcome to
attend and participate.

KIDS COLOR THE PICTURE AND BRING TO THE AGAPE
SERVICE AND RECEIVE A SPECIALPRIZE.
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Nativity Bookstore
NATIVITY BOOKSTORE
The new Nativity Bookstore located in the Ed Center, opened on Monday,
March 14th.
We are in need of volunteers to help during upcoming store hours. If interested
please contact either Michael Randall (734) 612-0846 or
Jerry Takis (734) 262-5143.
Nativity Bookstore Hours:
Tuesday—Saturday 10:00am—2:00pm
Thursday Evenings 5:00pm—8:00pm
Sunday’s
12:00pm- 2:00pm

SENIOR GROUP GATHERING
Thank you to the GOYA for donating the Spaghetti
and Salad for this months luncheon. Also thanks to
John Petrou and those who helped serve this delicious
meal.
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, April 12 @ 12pm.
The Senior Group will meet the 2nd Tuesday of eac
h month following Bible Study which is every
Tuesday from 11am to 12pm.

Page 29

Page 30

Page 31

Page 32

Nativity of the Virgin Mary – April 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Friday

Thursday

1
Presanctified Liturgy @
10am

Saturday
2

Salutations of the
Theotokos @ 7pm
Fast: wine & oil
Fast
3
Sunday of the Holy
Cross

4
Greek School @ 10am

Nativity Dancers Lenten
Bake Sale

Philoptochos
Meeting @ 5:30pm

5
Bible Study @ 11am
Tuesday Group @ 12pm

Inter Orthodox Vespers
@ 6pm

Greek School @ 6pm

6
Presanctified Liturgy @
5pm w/ Lenten Pot-luck
&
Presentation

7
Greek School @ 6pm
Great Compline @
6:30pm

8
Presanctified Liturgy @
10am
Salutations of the
Theotokos @ 7pm

Great Compline @
6:30pm
Fast
Fast

Fast

Fast: wine & oil

10
Sunday of St. John
Climacus

Fast

11
Greek School @ 10am

12
Bible Study @ 11am
Senior Group @ 12pm
Greek School @ 6pm

Philoptochos
Lenten Soup
Luncheon
Following services

13
Presanctified Liturgy @
5pm w/ Lenten Pot-luck
&
Presentation

9
Michigan District Final
Oratorical @
Assumption in Grand Blanc

14
Greek School @ 6pm
Great Compline @
6:30pm

Great Compline @
6:30pm

Fast: wine & oil
Fast

15
Presanctified Liturgy @
10am

16

Salutations of the
Theotokos @ 7pm

Parish Council Meeting
@ 7:30pm
Fast

Fast

Fast: wine & oil
17
Sunday of St. Mary of
Egypt

Fast
Fast

18
Greek School @ 10am

19
Bible Study @ 11am
Tuesday Group @ 12pm

Greek Independence
Parade @ 3pm in Greek
Town.

20
Presanctified Liturgy @
5pm w/ Lenten Pot-luck
&
Presentation

Greek School @ 6pm

21

22
Presanctified Liturgy @
10am

23
Lazarus Saturday
Orthros @ 9am
Divine Liturgy 10am

Salutations of the
Theotokos @ 7pm

Pancake Breakfast, making
of the Palm Crosses, &
cleaning of the church and
grounds

Fast

Fast: wine & oil

28
HOLY THURSDAY

29
HOLY FRIDAY

30
HOLY SATURDAY

Communion @
7:30am—8:30am

Holy Hours @ 10am

The Protoanastasis @ 10am

Youth Retreat @ 12pm

Resurrection Service @ 11pm

Greek School @ 6pm
Great Compline @
6:30pm

Great Compline @
6:30pm
Fast

Fast

Fast: wine & oil
Fast

Fast
Fast

Fast: wine & oil

24
PALM SUNDAY

25
HOLY MONDAY

26
HOLY TUESDAY

27
HOLY WEDNESDAY

Palm Sunday Luncheon
following service

Presanctified Liturgy @
10am

Presanctified Liturgy
@ 10am

Presanctified Liturgy @
10am

Bridegroom Matins @
7pm

Bridegroom Matins @
7pm

Bridegroom Matins @
7pm

Holy Unction Service @
3pm
Matins of the Mystical
Supper @ 7pm

Fast: fish, wine & oil

Fast

Fast

Holy Unction following
Anointing Only

Vesperal Liturgy of St.
Basil @ 9am
Twelve Gospels of the
Crucifixion @ 6pm

Fast

Vespers of Apokathelosis
@ 3pm
Lamentations Service @
6:30pm
Fast

Fast

Fast
May 1
PASCHA
Agape Service @ 11am
Easter Egg Hunt to
follow

Sunday Services

8:45 am Orthros

10:00 am Divine Liturgy
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Nativity Ministries
Altar Servers
George Zervos
Beautification Committee
Michele Prokos Hunsinger
Diane Michalakis
Thekla Szlinis
Bible Study
Fr. Nick Marcus
Book Club
Perry Christy

Library NEC
Gale Ford
Mary Takis
Nativity Greek Dancers
Peggy Collias
Nativity Kiss
Betsy Basoukeas
Anne Randall
O. Y. A. A.
Nondo Basoukeas
Michael Fafalios

Book Store
Michael Randall
Jerry Takis

Philoptochos
Theodora Bageris

Building/Grounds
Nick Varlamos
George Zervos

Protopsaltis
Dr. Panayiotis Mitsias
Demetrios Tzelepis

Coffee Hour
Ministries

Religious Education
Michele Prokos Hunsinger
Jerry Takis

Epistle Editors
Charlene Galbraith
Kathleen Kyriacou
Louis Poulos
Family Night
Presvytera Liza Marcus
Festivals/Fundraisers
Angela Kheir
G.O.Y.A.
Fr. Nick Marcus
Michael & Kristin Szlinis
Greek School
Anna Liakou-Hentnik
Joy/Hope
Presvytera Liza Marcus
Denise Stein

Scouts Boy/Girl
Mary Takis
Senior Group
Costa Kassapis
Stewardship
Angela Kheir
Tuesday Group
Presvytera Liza Marcus
Ushers
Michael Fafalios
Welcome Committee
John Petrou

Continued Thanks to our Monthly Epistle
Sponsors
George N. Atsalis, D.D.S
Atsalis Dental Excellence
Big Tommy’s Parthenon
Greek Cuisine
Boloven, Tiano & Associates PC
Certified Public Accountants
Charles Step Funeral Home, Inc.
Redford Twp. And Walled Lake
George’s Livonia Gardens
Diamond Kapsalis Steele and Family
Global GNC Industries Ltd.
The Stassinos Family
Karl’s Cabin Restaurant
The Karl Poulos Family
Francis X. Kelly D.D.S.
Family Dentistry
L.J. Griffin Funeral Home, Inc.
Canton, Livonia, Westland & Northville
Ram’s Horn Restuarants
Gus and Eugene Kasapis
Seaway Painting
Steve Vlahakis
Transworld Title Company LLC
Farmington Hills
Undercover Self Storage
A Kallis Enterprise Company

