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February 28
First Saturday of Lent:
The Commemoration of the Miracle
of Kollyva wrought by Saint Theodore
the Tyro
Julian the Apostate, knowing that the Christians purify
themselves by fasting most of all during the first week of
the Fast -- which is why we call it Clean Week -- planned
to defile them especially at that time. Therefore he secretly commanded that during those days the markets be
filled with foods that had been defiled with the blood of
animals offered in sacrifice to idols. But by divine command the Martyr Theodore (see Feb. 17) appeared during
sleep to Eudoxius, then Archbishop of Constantinople.
The Saint revealed to him the tyrant's plan, then told him
to call the faithful together immediately on Monday
morning and prevent them from purchasing those foods,
but rather to make kollyva to supply their needs. The
bishop asked what kollyva might be, and the Saint answered, "Kollyva is what we call boiled wheat in
Euchaita." Thus, the purpose of the Apostate was
brought to nought, and the pious people who were preserved undefiled for the whole of Clean Week, rendered
thanks to the Martyr on this Saturday, and celebrated his
commemoration with kollyva. These things took place in
362. Wherefore, the Church keeps this commemoration
each year to the glory of God and the honour of the
Martyr.

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,
As we look forward to the possibilities 2015 may bring for our community, it’s important to remember the
many efforts, projects and accomplishments of last year as well. The year 2014 brought many firsts - our
1st annual talent show, 1st annual golf outing basketball fundraiser, 1st year of joint Greek school with Sts.
Constantine & Helen, a community prayer list, a new ministry “Nativity Kiss” and let’s not forget the
100% beeswax candles being used in the narthex for the first time.
Furthermore, many repairs and improvements occurred last year including: painting the narthex, hallway
and bathrooms; repairing the front concrete walkway; replacing the front door handles, kick plates and
matts; moving and replacing the drinking fountain; cleaning the parking lot catch basins, remediating the
Ed Center; replacing a 15 ton church heating and cooling unit; filling the parking lot islands with landscaping rocks; replacing the ice machine; replacing the icon screen oil lamps and censors and lastly, splitting the main office in two to create a new priests office.
Many plans are also in store for 2015, such as: painting the nave, replacing the carpet, purchasing candle
sand boxes for the narthex, finishing Ed center repairs, purchasing a second chalice, beginning preparations
for church iconography, replacing the chanter microphones and book shelf and continuing to cross items
off the “wish list” whenever possible.
With all this in store a possible question could be, “How will we pay?” The answer is multifaceted since
many items are already payed for by generous donations and memorial contributions. We also plan to
continue raising funds and hope generosity will help see other items to completion. Also, the stewardship
committee aspires to the day when our $250,000 yearly operating budget is completely covered through
parishioner contributions rather than having festival funds cover the shortfall every year.
That being said, I am pleased to bring to your attention an amazing gift our community recently received.
The estate of founding members Helen and Savvas Giorgiou bequeathed $43,000 to our parish asking only
that the money be used wisely. This is a wonderful gift and financial blessing! Adding this remarkable
contribution to last years fund raising success, we find ourselves in a stable financial position as we complete more needed improvements and wait for a priest to be assigned.
Last, it is a sincere hope that 2015 brings an abundance of blessings in all areas of parish and family life
such as births, baptisms and marriages; that our ministries flourish following the example of our youth basketball and Greek dance programs; that learning about and living our faith is a priority; that stewardship
increases by seizing time and talent opportunities; that joint ventures with neighboring parishes are cultivated; that through giving Glory to God for all things and by His Great Mercy we attain humility, repentance, forgiveness and Love.
Καλή Σαρακοστή σε όλους - Good Lent to all! http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_lent
Yours in Christ,
Louis Poulos
Parish Council President

NATIVITY NEWS
SPECIAL THANK YOUS: To parish council member Michael Szlinis for accepting the 7th-8th grade
Sunday Church School teaching responsibility. To the Nativity Philoptochos for the beautiful holiday decorations, vasilopita baking and pancake breakfast fundraiser. To Christine Droz for attending the Stewardship table throughout the months of November, December last year. Thanks to all the teachers who organized and children who participated in the Christmas pageant and Greek School program. Lastly, thank you
Father Philemon Karamanos for graciously celebrating the Divine Liturgy with us and lovingly caring for
our parish during this time of transition.
HOUSE BLESSINGS: Available by calling Kathy in the church office to schedule.
PHOTOS FOR THE EPISTLE: If you have captured any photos showing parish life, please forward
them to nativityvmphotos@gmail.com for publication in the Epistle.
STEWARDSHIP 2015: Please fill out your 2015 stewardship pledge form and remember that according to
our archdiocese, a “Parishioner in Good Standing” is an adult who lives their life according to the Orthodox
Faith, fulfills their financial obligations and is current on their stewardship. For more information and definition of “partitioner in good standing,” see Article 18 (pg. 26) of the Regulations of the Greek Orthodox
http://www.goarch.org/archdiocese/parishcouncil/documents/pdf/2007Archdiocese
of
America:
Regulations-Amended.pdf
OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHIES: To the families and friends of Eleni Kassapis, George Karabagias,
Dr. George Kalas, Marianthe Kiriazis, Sotirios Sotiropoulos & Alexandra Zembylas who recently reposed in the Lord. May their memory be eternal.
ALTAR BOYS: The January/February 2015 altar boy schedule has been distributed to all families with
boys serving in the altar. If your child age 7 and up would like to begin serving in the altar, please contact
Georgia Koumariotis at 248-767-0214 or georgiah@sbcglobal.net to be added to the schedule.
NATIVITY PRAYER LIST: Lord Jesus Christ, Physician of our Souls and Bodies, have mercy on, forgive, heal and save your servants: Michael, Stefanos, Gerasimos, Charles, Maria, Chris, Andrew,
Helen, Jenny, Richard, Ekaterina, Michali, Sandy, Nick, Taylor, Mia. Please submit your name or
those of loves ones who approve and would like to be prayed for by our community to the office. Names
will be listed in the weekly bulletin and monthly Epistle.
CONNECTING WITH YOUNG ADULTS: A new committee called Nativity Kiss has been created to
communicate love to our young adults age 18-22 who have gone to college, entered the military or moved
away through the sending of care packages. If you would like to include a loved one (even if they are living
at home), please submit names, address, date of birth and a brief note about what they are doing to nativitykiss@gmail.com. Please contact Anne Randall at the above email address or 734-420-2402 with questions or if you would like to help.
PROSFORO: If you are able to bake prosforo (offering bread) for our community, please consider doing
so. A list of names for commemoration (living and departed) may be brought along with the prosforo to
church by 2pm Friday or prior to Orthros Sunday morning by 8:45am. Jesus said, “For the bread of God is
the bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world...I am the bread of life." John 6:33-35
HAVE NEWS YOU WANT TO SHARE? Please submit your family news, celebratory events, congratulations, accomplishments, highlights, awards, new job placement or any life moments you wish to have
listed on this page to nativityvmvoice@gmail.com.
VASILOPITA: Congratulations Nativity Sunday School for receiving the vasilopita coin this year! May
the Lord bless all your endeavors in 2015 through the prayers of our Father among the Saints, Basil the
Great.

Stewardship

Orthodox Christian
Stewardship is a way of life,
which acknowledges
accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God. A primary
goal of Stewardship is to promote spiritual growth and strengthen
faith. Becoming a Steward begins when we believe in God, to whom we
give our love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. As Stewards,
we affirm that every aspect of our lives comes as a gift from Him.
Stewardship calls on the faithful to cheerfully offer back to God a
portion of the gifts with which they have been blessed.

An Orthodox Christian Steward is an active participant in the life of
the Church. The parish encourages all who accept the Orthodox Faith
to become practicing Stewards. Each year the Steward is expected to
carefully review his or her personal circumstances and make a
commitment of time, talent, and treasure to support the Parish and
her Ministries, which in turn support the National Ministries of our
Archdiocese, Metropolises, and institutions.

BASKETBALL
Nativity OYAA Basketball
Hillside Middle School Gym in Northville
Practice Every Sunday
4:30pm to 6:00pm
Please arrive 15 minutes early!
Players Needed!
Ages 6 to Adult
If you have any questions, please contact:
734--905
905--4482
Mike Fafalios at 734
Or
248--974
974--7637
Nondo Basoukeas at 248

Hope/Joy Event
Please join us Friday, February 13th for a Valentine Hope/Joy
Event!
We are going to start at 6:30pm sharp!
If you know of any children that our not members of our church and you
think they would enjoy coming please feel free to invite them along.
Our advisors are always looking for ideas for our monthly events so if you
would like to share any ideas you may have for the upcoming events
please feel free to contact either Alyssa Galbraith or Denis Stein.

PHILOPTOCHOS

I pray this New Year has started with health and happiness for you. It's a time
we resolve to do the things that we haven't yet fulfilled. Let's not forget to add
helping those in need and visiting someone sick. Maybe cook a meal for someone unable to or just call them to say hello. It would mean so much to them.
We started January off with our Vasilopita Sunday and passed a tray for St.
Basil's Academy. We also hosted a pancake breakfast to support the rebuilding of St. Nicholas the Shrine at ground zero in New York City.
We would like to thank the Detroit Sausage Co, D & M Coffee Co and Zoe's Pancake House for their generous food donations. Also, a great big thank you to
Jimmy Fefopoulos and Yianni Petrou for their cooking talents in the
kitchen. Thanks Vessa Fefopoulos for chairing and the Philoptochos members
for their hard work.
Our next meeting will take place on Monday, February 2nd and most of the
discussion will be on our Love Luncheon which we have scheduled for Sunday,
February 15th. Please join us for this event. It is, by far, the only event we host
to help us raise the funds needed to support our parish.

In Christ's Holy Name,
Betsy Basoukeas

GOYA
SPAGHETTI LUNCHEON
SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2015
ADULTS - $10.00
CHILDREN
UNDER 12 - $5.00
Following Services
Your Support is Greatly Appreciated

Love Luncheon

Sunday, February 15 th
Church Hall following services

$15.00 Adults
$6.00 Children under 10
Children under 3 years old Free

Nativity Kiss

A new committee has been created to connect
with and support our college students, as well as
those young adults aged 1818-22 who have decided
to enter the military, job training or the world of
work. The Committee is called "Nativity Kiss". We
will be providing intermittent care packages and words of encouragement
to our young people. Please assist us by providing the names, addresses,
date of birth and a brief note about what your young adult is doing (for
example: a junior at Eastern University, first year vocational training at
Schoolcraft college, entered U.S. Air Force, started new job at Macy's in
2014). We would like to connect with all of our young adults, even if they
are still living at home. Please send contact information to
nativitykiss@gmail.com.
nativitykiss@gmail.com. For questions or if you would like to assist with
this committee, please see Anne Randall

Nativity Book Club
This is to let everyone know the date of our next Book Club Meeting:
Date: Friday, February 20, 2015
Time: 7:00 PM
Place: Peggy's
Reading material
""WE SHALL SEE HIM AS HE IS" - by Archimandrite Sophrony (Sakharov)
. Chapter 5 - "Wavering in Quest of the Unwavering"
. Chapter 6 - "The Bliss of Knowing the Way"
Please read both the book chapters for the Meeting.
Marc Rentis (mrentis@wowway.com)

THE ORDER OF

AHEPA

DISTRICT # 10
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Once again, the Order of AHEPA District # 10 Educational
Foundation will be awarding educational scholarships to high school
students who are graduating in June 2014. In addition, the
Foundation will also be awarding scholarships to current college
students. It is extremely important that applicants review carefully,
the individual application requirements, to avoid any submission
problems.
Applications must be completed no later then May 1st.
APPLICATION FOR SCHOLARSHIP CAN BE PICKED
UP FROM EITHER YOUR
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER OR

All Scouts
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DID YOU KNOW?
There is an easier and more environmentally friendly
way to fulfill your stewardship pledge! Sign up for DIRECT WITHDRAWAL and transfer funds electronically to our church on a weekly or monthly basis. No
more writing checks, bringing envelopes or falling behind on payments. Forms are available in the Narthex
or call Kathy in the church office for more information.

Senior Citizens Gathering

The first meeting of the new year for the
Senior Group will be on
Tuesday, February 10th at 12:00pm.
All Nativity Seniors, 50 years of age and up,
are
invited to join and share in good food and
fellowship.

2015 Lenten Service Schedule
DAY

TIME

SERVICE

Saturday, February 14th

10:00am

1st Saturday of Souls

Saturday, February 21st

10:00am

2nd Saturday of Souls

Sunday, February 22nd

6:30pm

Forgiveness Service

MONDAY AFTER CHEESEFARE

No Service

BEGINNING OF GREAT LENT

Wednesday, February 25th

6:30pm

Pre-sanctified Liturgy

Friday, February 27th

6:30pm

Salutations to the Theotokos

Saturday, February 28th

10:00am

Last Saturday of Souls

1ST SUNDAY OF LENT, MARCH 1ST

8:45am Orthros
10am Div. Liturgy

SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY

Wednesday, March 4th

6:30pm

Pre-sanctified Liturgy

Friday, March 6th

6:30pm

Salutations to the Theotokos

2ND SUNDAY OF LENT, MARCH 8TH

8:45am Orthros
10am Div. Liturgy

SUNDAY OF ST. GREGORY PALAMAS

Wednesday, March 11th

6:30pm

Pre-sanctified Liturgy

Friday, March 13th

6:30pm

Salutations to the Theotokos

3RD SUNDAY OF LENT, MARCH 15TH

8:45am Orthros
10am Div. Liturgy

SUNDAY OF THE CROSS

Wednesday, March 18th

6:30pm

Pre-sanctified Liturgy

Friday, March 20th

6:30pm

Salutations to the Theotokos

4TH SUNDAY OF LENT, MARCH 22ND

8:45am Orthros
10am Div. Liturgy

SUNDAY OF THE LADDER

Wednesday, March 25th

TBD

ANNUNCIATION - Greek Independence Day

Friday, March 27th

6:30pm

Akathist Hymn

5TH SUNDAY OF LENT, MARCH 29TH

8:45am Orthros
10am Div. Liturgy

SUNDAY OF ST. MARY OF EGYPT

Wednesday, March 1st

6:30pm

Pre-sanctified Liturgy

Saturday, March 4th

10:00am

Lazarus Saturday

6TH SUNDAY OF LENT, APRIL 5TH

8:45am Orthros
10am Div. Liturgy

PALM SUNDAY - END OF LENT

Nativity of the Virgin Mary – February 2015
Sunday

1
16th Sunday of
Luke
(Publican & Pharisee)
Tridion Begins

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Friday

Thursday

2
Presentation of
our Lord

3

4
Greek School
@ 6:00pm

5
Greek School @
6:00pm

9
Philoptochos
Meeting @ 6:30
pm

10
Senior
Gathering @
12pm

11
Greek School
@ 6:00pm

12
Greek School @
6:00pm

6

Saturday

7

Nativity Basketball
Bake Sale
8
17 th Sunday of
Luke (Prodigal)
Memorials
George Gourlis
Dr. George Kalas
Nick Peluras

15
Judgement
Sunday
(Meatfare)

14
Saturday of Souls
Service @ 10am

20
Greek School @
6pm
Independence
Day Rehearsal

21
Saturday of Souls
Service @ 10am

27
Salutation of the
Theotokos @
6:30pm

28
Saturday of Souls
Service @ 10am

Parish Council
Meeting at 7pm

16

17

18
Greek School
@ 6:00pm

19
Greek School @
6:00pm

23
Lent Begins

24

25
Pre-sanctified
Liturgy @
6:30pm

26
Greek School @
6:00pm

Love Luncheon
Following
services

22
Forgiveness
Sunday
(Cheesefare)

13
Hope/Joy Event
@ 6:30pm

Forgiveness
Service @ 6:30pm

Lenten Potluck
To follow
service
Greek School
@ 6:00pm

Sunday Services

8:45 am Orthros

10:00 am Divine Liturgy

WISDOM, ANCIENT AND MODERN
And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was
mighty in words and in deeds.
-Acts 7:12
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
A good understanding have all those who do His commandments;
His praise endures forever.
-Psalm 111:10
A monk complained to St. Arsenius that while reading Holy Scripture
he does not feel, neither the power of the words read nor gentleness in
his heart. To that the great saint will reply to him: “My child, just read…
When we continually hold in our mouths the words of Holy Scripture,
but even though we do not feel the power of the words, evil spirits
tremble and flee for they are unable to endure the words of the Holy
Spirit...” My child, just read! The Holy Spirit who, through inspired
Men, wrote these divine words, will hear, will understand and will
hasten to your assistance; and the demons will understand, will sense
and will flee from you. That is; He whom you invoke for assistance will
Understand, and those whom you wish to drive away from yourself will
Understand. And both goals will be achieved.
- St. Nikolai Velimirovich, Prologue of Ochrid (May 21)
The Church, Through the temple and Fivine service, acts upon the
entire man, educates him wholly; acts upon his sight, hearing, smelling,
feeling, taste, imagination, mind, and will, by the splendor of the icons
and of the whole temple, by the ringing of bells, by the singing of the
choir, by the fragrance of the incense, the kissing of the Gospel, of the
cross and the holy icons, by the prosphoras, the singing, and sweet
sound of the readings of the Scriptures.
-St. John of Kronstadt, My Life in Christ

Continued Thanks to our monthly Epistle
Sponsors
Nativity Ministries
Philoptochos
Betsy Basoukeas
President
Religious Education
Michele Prokos Hunsinger
Jerry Takis
Nativity GOYA
Irene Kaplantzes
Fay Mili
Senior Citizen Group
Kostantine Kassapis
Protopsaltis
Dr. Panayiotis Mitsias
Greek School
Anna Liakou-Hentnik
Fellowship
Georgia Koumariotis
Stewardship
Evans & Diane Bageris
Cleo Demetriou
Angela Kheir
Charles Prokos
Christina Tzilos
OYAA Basketball
Nondo Basoukeas
Michael Fafalios
Fundraisers
Angela Kheir
Book Club
Marc Rentis
Book Store
Jerry Takis
Usher Coordinator
Michael Fafailos
Nativity Dancers
Peggy Collias
Boy/Girl Scouts
Mary Takis
Hope/Joy
Alyssa Galbraith
Denise Stein
Building/Grounds
Nick Varlamos
George Zervos
Nativity Kiss
Anne Randall

George N. Atsalis, D.D.S
Atsalis Dental Excellence
Big Tommy’s Parthenon
Greek Cuisine
Boloven, Tiano & Associates PC
Certified Public Accountants
Charles Step Funeral Home, Inc.
Redford Twp. And Walled Lake
George’s Livonia Gardens
Diamond Kapsalis Steele and Family
Global GNC Industries Ltd.
The Stassinos Family
Karl’s Cabin Restaurant
The Karl Poulos Family
Francis X. Kelly D.D.S.
Family Denistry
L.J. Griffin Funeral Home, Inc.
Canton, Livonia and Westland
Ram’s Horn Restuarants
Gus and Eugene Kasapis
Seaway Painting
Steve Vlahakis
Transworld Title Company LLC
Farmington Hills
Undercover Self Storage
A Kallis Enterprise Company

